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Blessings are Gifts 
FROM God.         

Stewardship is our Gift 
TO God.  WE      
CANNOT OUT-
GIVE GOD!  

Stewardship is a legacy 
of personal support to 
maintain a church for  

today and tomorrow. 
 STEWARDSHIP FORMS                     

FOR 2015 ARE AVAILABLE  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Stewardship Reflection  

Nativity Fast 
 

 Our very thanksgiving for 
this Gift of Christ becomes 
a life of Stewardship-of 
caring for this Gift that is 
not our own. We care for 
this Gift of Communion 
with Him by living a life 
in which we dedicate all 
that we are-our Time, our 
Talents, and our Treasures

-to God in thanksgiving for all that He has 
done for us. Thus, when we offer ourselves to 
the Church, our offering is no longer consid-
ered to be "in support" of our local parish, but 
as an offering of Thanksgiving to God. Our 
offering is then utilized by God in whatever 
manner He sees fit, unto His Glory.  
  Therefore, as we can see, the only way to ca-
re for this Gift of Christ which God so freely 
gives to us on this, His Nativity, is to place the 
whole of creation in its proper context. It is a 
gift, created by God and freely given to us-for 
which we are to continuously give thanks. We 
are never to place more importance on the cre-
ated world than we do on God. This is what  
the Gift of Our Lord's Incarnation reveals to 
us. This is what it means to fulfill a relation-
ship with God in Christ. A relationship into 
which we are all called, that will enable us to 
participate in the Grace of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the 
Communion of the Holy Spirit both now, and 
forever!   

      

 
 
 

 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION  - Tone 2:   

When Thou didst descend unto death, O Life Immortal, then  

didst Thou slay hades with the lightning of Thy Divinity. And  

when Thou didst also raise the   dead out of the nethermost depths, 

all the Hosts of the heavens cried out: O Life-giver, Christ our God, 

glory be to Thee. 

TROPARION OF THE FEAST - Tone 4: 

Today is the prelude of Godôs good will and the proclamation  

of the salvation of men. The Virgin hath manifestly appeared in  

the temple of God and proclaimeth Christ unto all. To her let us  

cry aloud: Rejoice, O thou fulfillment of the Creatorôs dispensation!  

TROPARION OF ST. AMPHILOCHIUS - 4: 

O God of our fathers, Who ever dealest with us according to  

Thy gentleness, take not Thy mercy away from us, but by their  

entreaties govern our life in peace. 

Kontakion of the Resurrection - Tone 2:   

Thou didst arise from the tomb, O omnipotent Saviour, and hades  

was terrified on beholding the wonder; and the dead arose, and  

creation at the sight thereof rejoiceth with Thee. And Adam also  

is joyful, and the world, O my Saviour, praiseth Thee for ever. 

GLORYé Kontakion to the Amchilochius - Tone 2: 

O hierarch Amphilochius, thou divine thunder, clarion of the Spirit,  

husbandmen of the garden of Faith, scythe mowing down heresies,  

great favorite of the Trinity: Standing ever with the angels, pray  

thou unceasingly in behalf of us all..  

BOTHé Kontakion to the Feast - Tone 4: 

The most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal chamber  

and Virgin, the sacred treasury of the glory of God, is on this day 

brought into the house of the Lord, bringing with her the grace  

that is in the divine Spirit. To her do the angels of God chant the 

hymn: She is the heavenly tabernacle!  
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EYE ON SCRIPTURE  
  
 

Be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand aga-
inst the wiles of the devil. For 
we are not contending against 
flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the pow-
ers, against the world rulers of 
this present darkness, against 
the spiritual hosts of wicked-
ness in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. Stand 
therefore, having girded your 
loins with truth.. Besides all 
these, taking the shield of faith, 
with which you can quench all 
the flaming darts of the evil 
one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone 2:  

Epistle : 
Eph. (6, 10–17)                             

Gospel :    

Lk . (13, 10-17)                        

27 -th Sunday after Pentecost  

St. Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium;       

St. Gregory;  Blessed Alexander Nevsky  

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
Pre -Feast Day and Saturday  

Vespers at 5:00 PM 

~Next Sunday~                                                                 

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM  

Orthodox Study Bible 
 

Masters are curtly warned 
against intimidation. They must 
remember their own Master. 
who is not biased in their favor 
just because they are earthly 
masters. 
  All who stand for good must 
wage a constant battle with the 
forces of evil. For the demons 
still have power in the world, 
until Christ comes again in glo-
ry. This is clearly acknoweled-
ged in the prayers at the con-
clusion of Orthodox baptism. 
Christians fight back with 
Godôs arms, that is, His un-
created divine energy, given 
to us and actively used by us. 
The Christian has ñput onò at 
baptism all of the qualities 

listed as armor in vv. 
14-17. These quali-
ties must be exer-
cised in the conflict 
of growth: no strug-
gle, no deification. 

St. Basil of Ostrog  

Serbian Orthodox Church 
27450 N. Bradley Rd, Mettawa - Lake Forest, IL. 60045-5104 

 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX UNITY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM  

"A SERVANT IS NOT GREATER THAN HIS MASTER ..." 

 
In the Evangelist John's account of our Lord's path to His 
Crucifixion, we find a remarkable story transpired after 
Christ had shared the Passover Meal with His Apostles on 
the first Great and Holy Thursday. We are told that our Lord 
"... rose from supper and laid aside His garments and girded 
Himself. After that He poured water into a basin and began 
to wash the disciples' feet." In effect, Jesus was teach-
ing His Apostles the ultimate lesson of what TRUE HU-
MILITY is. He tells them plainly: "For I have given you 
an example that you should do as I have done to 
you." (John 13:15) This lesson is a simple one: humble 

service is to be shown to everyone. If Christ, Who is Lord of all, humbly 
served even the Apostle Judas, who had betrayed Him, then we certainly must 
do the same to those with whom we come in contact ð even our enemies. 
   Christ's washing of the feet of His Apostles was a symbolic act as well. It is 
an image of the Sacrament of Confession, reminding us that our sins must be 
continually "washed away" through the ongoing process of repentance. Alt-
hough we have been "bathed" by Christ in Baptism, these periodic "washings" 
through Confession are necessary for our salvation. 
   In our Cathedrals, it is customary on Great and Holy Thursday for the Bishop 
to wash the feet of 12 clergy to commemorate our Lord's humble deed at the 
Mystical Supper. This ancient practice has been preserved as a reminder of Christ's 
servitude.  
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invites all to give praise to 
God thus opening our hearts to 
the Spirit. During the Matins 
service, we sing the Hymns of 
Many Mercies (Ps. 134(5) and 
135(6): "Praise the name of 
the Lord; give praise, O serv-
ants of the Lord! Alleluia!" 
and "O give thanks to the 
Lord, for He is good, for His 
mercy endures forever. Allelu-
ia!" 
   Matins concludes with the 
singing of the Great Doxolo-
gy: "Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace, good 
will to men. We praise Thee, 
we bless Thee, we worship 
Thee, we glorify Thee, we gi-
ve thanks to Thee for Thy 
great glory!" 
 
Hymns teach theology 

 Hymns of the Church also 
teach us theology in the most 
complete way. Fr. Georges 
Florovsky once said, "Go and 
stand next to the chanter's 
stand for a full year and you 
will learn the theology of the 
Church". Not only do they 
teach us about events in the 
life of Christðabout the inca-
rnation of Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, the Cross, the Resurrec-
tion, the Ascensionðthe 
hymns enter our hearts and 
allow the teachings of the 
Church to become more real 
and understandable to us. For 
example, listen to the theology 
contained in the Hymn of In-
carnation from the Divine Lit-
urgy: Only-Begotten Son and 
Immortal Word of God, Who 
for our salvation didst will to 
be incarnateof the holy The-
otokos and ever virgin Mary, 
Who without change didst 
become man and was cruci-
fied, O Christ our God, tram-
pling down death by death, 
Who art one of the Holy Trini-
ty, glorified with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, save us. 
   We sing that Christ is the 
"only begotten Son and im-
mortal Word of God." He ex-
isted with the Father before 
time began. When He became 
man, He did not cease to be 
divine. He trampled upon 
death. He is God, one of the 
Trinity! There is a lot of theol-
ogy in this hymn! We can 
memorize it and be able to tell 
others what we believe. But 
even more, we can allow it 
into our hearts and truly live 
by itðhumbly acknowledging 
what God has done to save us. 
 
Music unites all of crea-

tion 
 Opening our hearts and learn-
ing to sing praises also helps 
unite us to each other and to 

"Addressing one anoth-
er in psalms and 
hymns" 

The Purpose and Joy of 
Church Music 

 
Why is it that on a feast day 
the whole of nature mysteri-
ously smiles?...A heavenly 
gladness fills our hearts, a 
gladness far beyond that of 
earth, and the very air in 
church and in the altar be-
comes luminous... It is the 
breath of Your gracious love;  
...heaven and earth sing Your 
praise: Alleluia! (Ode 9, Aka-
thist "Glory to God for All 
Things"). 
   How often have we known 
this heavenly gladness! Ex-
citement builds in our hearts 
and souls until we burst forth 
with song. It may happen on a 
feast day when we sing "All 
baptized in Christ...," or as we 
anticipate singing the Nativity 
Canon for the first time this 
year, "Christ is Born! Glorify 
Him," or on Pascha night, sin-
ging the 9'" ode of Nocturns, 
"Do not lament me, O Moth-
er... for I shall arise," and then 
finally exclaiming "Christ is 
risen from the dead!" For ma-
ny of us, much of the festal 
joy is deeply connected with 
the hymns for the feasts. As 
Fr. Igor Soroka stated at the 
50'" Anniversary Concert of 
the Pittsburgh Cathedral 
Choir, sharing Orthodox mu-
sic can  "bring out the soul of 
each person." Church music 
has many specific functions: it 
calls us to prayer and invites 
the Holy Spirit, provides us 
with the means to praise, 
bless, glorify, worship and 
give thanks to God, teaches us 
the theology of our faith, and 
unites us to one another, to the 
angels, to all creation, and 
ultimately, to God. 
 
Hymns invite prayer 

At the beginning of almost 
every divine service, we in-
voke the Holy Spirit to be 
with us: "O Heavenly King, 
the Comforter, the Spirit of 
Truth, Who are everywhere 
and fill all things, treasury of 
blessings and giver of life, co-
me and abide in us and clea-
nse us from every impurity, 
and save our souls, O Good 
One!" These words are soon 
followed by, "Come let us 
worship and fall down before 
Christ our King and our 
God." We are thus invited to 
enter into the service of pray-
erð-to begin to worship our 
God and King, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. As 

we sing, we open the door of 
our hearts to the Spirit of God. 
St. Paul writes in his letter to 
the Ephesians, "Be filled with 
the Spirit, addressing one an-
other in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and ma
-king melody to the Lord with 
all your heart" (5:18-19). St. 
Theophan asks, "Do [these 
words] mean that when you are 
filled with the Spirit, you should 
then sing with your mouth and 
your heart? Or that if you wish 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
you should first sing?" He an-
swers, "The infusion of the Ho-
ly Spirit does not lie within our 
power. It comes as the Spirit 
Himself wishes....Desire to be 
filled with the Spirit, and sing 
with that aim in mind. Singing 
will set alight the Spirit, or lead 
to a state of infusion by the 
Spirit, or show forth His ac-
tion" (The Art of Prayer, Igu-
men Chariton). God has given 
us the gift of song in order to be 
filled with the Spirit: "I shall 
open my mouth to chant and 
with the spirit shall I be filledò, 
(Irmos, Ode 1, Canon   of the 
Akathist Hymn). 
 
Through music, praise, 
worship and thanksgiving 

are offered 
 Having called the Spirit and 
begun to pray, we move on to 
perhaps the most obvious pur-
pose of our church hymnsðto 
praise, bless, worship, glorify, 
and give thanks to God. Every 
liturgical service in the Ortho-
dox Church has music of some 
form. "Just as there is no litur-
gical music without words, so 
too there are during worship no 
words without music. Besides 
the formal hymnology itself, 
everything else is chanted 'psa- 
lmodically'—all psalms, all 
readings, all prayers, the 
Creed, everything" (Sacred 
Music: Its Nature arid Func-
tion). Setting words to song in 
the Church not only opens our 
spirit, but allows us to learn the 
hymns by heart and keep them 
thereðnot just memorizing the 
words but making them a part 
of us. 
  Most of our hymns are psalms 
from the Old Testament or are 
based around these psalms. 
Every Vespers begins with the 
Evening Psalm, "Bless the 
Lord, O my soul..." (Ps. 103 
(4): l), which thanks the Lord 
for all of creation: "O Lord, 
how manifold are Thy works, in 
wisdom hast Thou made them 
all!" Later in the service we 
hear, "Praise the Lord all na-
tions, praise Him all people", 
(Ps. 116(7): l). Our singing 

all of creation. Singing uplifts 
our spirits to heaven where we 
participate with the angels in 
the  
   Divine Liturgy before the 
throne of God. At the end of 
each litany, the priest or deacon 
chants, "...let us commend our-
selves and each other and all 
our life unto Christ our God," 
and we respond together as a 
congregation led by the choir, 
"To Thee, O Lord!" The ascent 
to heaven in the Liturgy is done 
together as a community, we 
help each other. We join with 
the angels, uniting our spirits 
with the seraphim singing the 
Thrice Holy Hymn: "Holy God, 
Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, 
have mercy on us!" During the 
Anaphora, we join the angels, 
of whom Isaiah says: I saw the 
Lord seated on a throne, high 
and exalted, and the train of 
His robe filled the temple.   
   Above Him were seraphs, 
each with six wings: ...And 
they were calling to one anoth-
er: "Holy, holy, holy is the 
LORD Almighty; the whole 
earth is full of His glory" (Is. 
6:1-3). 
  We also join the cherubim: 
"Let us who mystically repre-
sent the cherubim, and who 
sing the thrice-holy hymn to the 
life-creating Trinity, now lay 
aside all earthly cares, that we 
may receive the King of all who 
comes invisibly upborne by the 
angelic hosts. Alleluia." As we 
enter the heavenly worship 
with the angels, the music of 
the Church helps us to lay aside 
our earthly cares and prepare to 
receive Christ. 
 
Let us open our hearts 

 The next time we enter the 
Church, let us open our minds 
and our hearts by opening our 
ears and attentively listening to 
the hymns fed to us by the 
Church. Through them, let us 
actively come to worship, let us 
invite the Holy Spirit to abide 
in us, let us truly glorify and 
give thanks to Christ our God. 
Let us open ourselves to love 
God and be loved by God and 
thus be united with all creation. 
   In the wondrous blending of 
sounds, it is Your call we hear. 
In the harmony of many voices, 
in  the sublime beauty of music, 
in the glory of the works of 
great composers. You lead us 
to the threshold of paradise to 
come, and to the choirs of an-
gels. All true beauty has the 
power to draw  the soul to-
wards You and make it sing in 
ecstasy: Alleluia! (Ode 7, Aka-
thist "Glory to God for All 
Things") 

Lord, visit 
Thy ser-
vants  
in their  
suffering, 
and grant 
them grace 

and strength to bear their 
sickness with which they  
are afflicted; heal and save 
them:  
 

Sister ANGELINA;  

Milica BILBIJA; 

Milorad BLAGOJEVIC; 

Zivota BLAZIC; 

Stevan BOGOJEVIC; 

Aleksandar BURMEISTER; 

Milica CASTALDO; 

Petar COKIC; 

Milan DAVORIJA; 

Danilo DEJANOVICH; 

Dusan DRONDIC; 

Svetomir DUPOR; 

Roxanne GETZ; 

Aleksandar GLISOVIC; 

Daniela GOMEZ; 

Philip KEJZAR 

Jadranka KOPAC; 

Branko KOSANOVIC; 

George KOVAC; 

Ivan/Lesia KOSTIC; 

Mara KOVACEVIC; 

Ray/Laura KULMALA; 

Cathy LALICH; 

Slavojka MILESIC;  

Milka/Milan MILICEVIC;  

Ron MITROVICH; 

Dragica MRKALJ;  

Suzana NEDIC;  

Boro NEDINIC: 

Marija NIKOLICH; 

Daliborka OPACIC; 

Djuro/Jelena OPSENICA; 

Mladen PECANAC; 

Natalija PETROVIC: 

Aleksandra RALEVICH; 

Jessica SELOUNTOS; 

George SINNOKRAK; 

Bessie STEVANOVIC; 

Nikola SREJOVIC; 

Simonida STIPANOVIC; 

Nikola STOKOVIC; 

Zivan SUBARIC; 

Angie/Aco TERZIC; 

Kata VLAJNIC; 

Jovan VOJCANIN; 

Milenko VUCKOVIC; 

ST. BASIL OF OSTROG SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Family Fitness Fun 
Night  

 
Everyone is 
invited!! 
Fellowship 
and fun. 

 

 Saturday,  
December 12  
7:30ð10:30 

Condell Centre Club 
200 W. Golf Road  

Libertyville.  847.990.5750 
  

Swimming, basketball     

volleyball, wallyball, hand-

ball, exercise machines. 

Lenten 

buffet and 

fun!!!!! 

SUNDAY       

FELLOWSHIP 

LUNCHES 
 

Prepared by our Chef 

Jelica. Buffet weekly for 

fellowship luncheons. 

Join us following       
 Divine Liturgy 
Adults $7.00            
Children $4.00 

THE FEAST OF ST. 
MARDARIJE OF                     
LIBERTYVILLE  

 

¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ {ƭŀǾŀ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊ-
ŘŀǊƛƧŜ ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊǘȅǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ  

   5ƛǾƛƴŜ IƛŜǊŀǊŎƘƛŎŀƭ  
[ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀǘ мл !a                           
ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мн                     

aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ƳŬƭƻƘƛƧŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǘŜƴŜƎǊƻ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ 
/ǇǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǘ {ǘΦ {ŀǾŀ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΦ [ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ  ŀǘ мΥлл ǇƳ ƛƴ bŜǿ DǊŀŎŀƴƛŎŀ Ƴƻƴŀǎπ
ǘŜǊȅΣ  ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΗ 

 Upcoming Dates and Events 

 

December 12 - St. Mardarije feast day at St. Sava monastery. Holy Hierar-

chical Liturgy at 10:00. Metropolitan Amphilohije presiding.  

December 12 - Family Fitness Night at Condell Sports Club in Libertyville, 

IL at 7:30pm. 

December 13 - Childrenôs Talent show in the social hall, after Holy Liturgy. 

December 19 - St. Nicholas. Liturgy at 10AM. Blessing of kolaches before and after service. 

December 20 - Childrenôs Day - Divine Liturgy at 10am. DETINJCI. Planting Wheat project. 

December 27 - Serbian Motherôs Day - Divine Liturgy at 10am. MATERICE. 

December 28 -  Jan. 1, 2016 - Diocesan Winter Youth Retreat at monastery Gracanica. 
 Register até.. wyrsoc2015@gmail.com 

January 2 - (Saturday) Childrenôs Christmas Workshop from 2ð5:00pm. 

                     Decorating Serbian Badnjak Tree from 8ð9:00 am.  

January 3 - Divine Liturgy at 10 am. Nativity program VERTEP.  FATHERS DAY 

ORDER SCRIP GIFT 
CARDS 

Scrip Gift cards 
are available 
for purchase 
every Sunday 
for hundreds of 

your favorite stores,  restau-
rants, coffee places, etc. Spe-
cial orders available as well. 
Dawn Pakaski orders cards 
weekly  if necessary. Cards 
are sold sometimes in the nar-
thex or hall following liturgy.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks for your 
support KSS.   

 
Sunday Lunch 
Tickets for sale in 
books of 10 for 

$70.00 today after Liturgy or 
at the candle stand. A great 
convenience. Enjoy a Sunday 
lunch with us. Lunch is $7.00 
adults and $4.00 for chil-

dren.t!!!!!!! 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
Facing East 

The Classic Story of a Fami-
ly's Pilgrimage into the      
Orthodox Church 
Veiled in the smoke of  

incense, the Eastern Orthodox 
Church has long been an     

enigma to the Western world. 
Yet, as Frederica Mathewes 

discovered, it is a vital, living faith, rich in ritual 
beauty and steadfast in integrity. Utilizing the 
framework of the Orthodox calendar, Mathewes 
chronicles a year in the life of her small         
Orthodox mission church, eloquently            

illustrating the joys and blessings an ancient 
faith can bring to the worshipers of today.  

$13.00 per book. 

Available in our Bookstore.  
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