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Blessings are Gifts 
FROM God.         

Stewardship is our Gift 
TO God.  WE      
CANNOT OUT-
GIVE GOD!  

Stewardship is a legacy 
of personal support to 
maintain a church for  

today and tomorrow. 
 STEWARDSHIP FORMS                     

FOR 2015 ARE AVAILABLE  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

KSS Sunday Lunch Tickets 
for sale in books of 10 for 
$70.00 today after Liturgy 
or at the candle stand. A 
great convenience. Enjoy     
a Sunday lunch with us. 

Lunch is $7.00 adults and $4.00 for  
children. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stewardship Reflection  
Nativity Fast  

 
 Are you prepared? 
  Today's Gospel reading 
emphasizes that we do not 
know when God will call us. 
Our time here on earth is 
limited and as s result, we 
need to do all that we can for 
our Salvation. As we reflect 
on Stewardship and our Spir-
ituality, are we preparing 

each and every day to enter God's Kingdom. 
Think about the following: Do we take time to 
pray and read the Scriptures daily? Do we take 
enough time for our family? 
   Do priorities as listed in our checkbook 
match those as we list them to others? (i.e. do 
we give more money to Comcast or DirecTV, 
or to the Church?)   Do we ensure that the 
number one focus of our talents is on the fur-
ther development of Christ's Holy Church?    
Do we take care of one another? Do we take 
care of our environment. All very necessary  
for our preparation!     

      

 
 
 

 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION - Tone 1:   

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding  
Thine immaculate Body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting  
life unto the world. Wherefore, the Hosts of the heaven cried out to Thee,  
O Life-giver: Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Thy dispensation,  
O only Lover of mankind.  
TROPARION OF ST. BASIL OF OSTROG - Tone 4:                         

From your youth you gave yourself entirely to the Lord, remaining in prayer,  
labor and fasting, O God-bearing Father. Because you were an example of  
virtues and good works to your flock, seeing your good work, God established  
you as a pastor and good hierarch of His Church. And after your repose,  
He kept your body incorrupt, O Holy Basil. Therefore, with boldness pray  
to Christ God to save our souls. 
TROPARION OF THE EVANGELIST MATTHEW ð TONE 3:  

With zeal, you followed Christ the Master, who in His goodness, appeared on  
earth to mankind. Summoning you from the custom house, He revealed you  
as a chosen apostle: the proclaimer of the Gospel to the whole world!  
Therefore, divinely eloquent Matthew, we honor your precious memory!  
Entreat merciful God that He may grant our souls remission of transgressions.  
Kontakion Of The Resurrection - Tone 1:   

As God, Thou didst arise from the tomb in glory, and Thou didst raise the  
world together with Thyself. And mortal nature praiseth Thee as God, and  
death hath vanished. And Adam danceth, O Master, and Eve, now freed  
from fetters, rejoiceth as she crieth out: Thou art he, O Christ, that grandest  
unto all resurrection 
Kontakion of the St. Basil of Ostrog - Tone 8:  

Even as a youth, you served the Lord, O Wise one, belaboring your body with 
prayer and vigil. Because you were shown to be a precious vessel of the Holy  
Spirit, He established you as a pastor of His Church which you tended well.  
And as such, you departed to the Lord whom you loved. We pray to you to  
remember us who keep your memory with faith, that all  may shout unto you:  
Rejoice, O most honorable Basil. 
GLORYé Kontakion of the Evangelist Matthew - Tone 4: 
Casting aside the bonds of the custom house for the yoke of justice, you were  
revealed as an excellent merchant, rich in wisdom from on high. You proclaimed 
the word of truth and roused the souls of the slothful by writing of the hour of 
Judgment.   
BOTHé Kontakion of the Theotokos - Tone 4: 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame/, O mediation unto the  
Creator unfailing/, disdain not the suppliant voices of sinners/,  but be thou quick, 
O good one, to help us who in faith cry unto thee/;  hasten  to intercession and 
speed thou to make supplication//, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos,  
them that honor thee.   
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EYE ON SCRIPTURE  
  
 

For the fruit of the Spirit is in  
all goodness, righteousness, 
and truth, finding out what is 
acceptable to the Lord. And 
have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather expose them. For     
it is shameful even to speak    
of those things which are do- 
ne by them in secret. But all 
things that are exposed are 
made manifest by the light, for 
whatever makes manifest is 
light.. See then that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools but 
as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil. 

(Eph.5, 9-16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone 1:  

Epistle : 
Eph. (5, 9–19)                             

Gospel :    

Lk . (12, 16-21)                        

26 -th Sunday after Pentecost  

Holy Apostle and Evangelist      
Matthew  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

           Saturday and Pre -Feast  
Vespers  5:00 P.M. 

~Next Sunday~                                                                 

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 A.M.  

Orthodox Study Bible 
 
We must judge what the world 
says is reasonable on the basis  
of what God says is true. Besides 
separating from darkness, Chris-
tians are also to expose it. But  
we must first come out of hiding  
in order to be exposed ourselves. 
That is, we must confess our sins 
and repent of them. Orthodox 
Christians do this before baptism, 
before the Eucharist, and also in  
a separate sacrament of repent-
ance... The goal is not to abandon 
the world, but to keep oneself in 
Christ and salvage as  much as 
possible from the evil world. 
Christians renounce the fallenness 
of the world, not creation itself. 
Following repentance, a surge of 
life and joy wells forth. A distinc-

tive spirit, a kind of 
elation, energizes both 
darkness and light.  For 
darkness this spirit is 
like drunkenness, artifi-
cial and temporaryé.  

St. Basil of Ostrog  

Serbian Orthodox Church 
27450 N. Bradley Rd, Mettawa - Lake Forest, IL. 60045-5104 

 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX UNITY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM  

Itôs whatôs on the inside that matters! 
 
  Everyoneôs heard the old adage, ñYou canôt judge a book by 

its cover.ò Simply put, it means that the words printed on the 
inside of any literary work are of far greater worth than the 

richly embossed exterior of a volume. The same holds true for 
people as well. In todayôs society, much emphasis is placed on 

physical appearance. We laud and seek to emulate our athletes, 
movie stars and other celebrities, as if they possessed some-
thing valuable because of their outward beauty. But the Apostle 

Paul tells us something completely different in his 2nd letter to 
the Corinthians.  He writes:  ñWe have this treasure in earth-

en vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.ò (2 Cor. 4:7) As 
Orthodox Christians, we realize that our bodies are temporary, fragile and expendable. Yes, we 

are ñtemples of the Holy Spirit,ò but it is what we put into that ñtempleò that is really im-
portant. The most precious treasure we have within us is THE GRACE OF GOD. We must al-
low Him to work within us, guiding our decisions and strengthening our character. How does 

God become a part of our inner being? By virtue of our baptism, we have ñPUT ON CHRIST.ò 
Through frequent reception of the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist and through our constant prac-

ticing of what has been preached to us, the Lord dwells within us, cleansing us from every 
blemish and iniquity as he strives to save our souls. 

   The challenge for each of us is to live our lives in a manner that will enable others to see this 
ñtreasureò of which St. Paul writes. Do others see Christ when they look at you? If not, why 

not? It is something for all of us to ponder.  
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that, ordered the servants to 
cast the careless man out the 
door of the house in which the 
feast was taking place (Matt. 
22:11-13). When approaching 
the holy, one must be washed 
and cleansed, and must have 
the fear of God.  
  What does it mean to be 

washed of sin?  
 Human falling into sin begins 
with the moment he is visited 
by the demonic temptation to 
hold an inflated opinion of 
himself, to see himself as the 
center of everything, to have a 
high and inflated opinion as to 
his independent existence, his 
freedom and independence of 
reliance on anyone, not even 
on God.  
   A personôs falling into sin 
begins with his loss of recog-
nition that man is Godôs crea-
tion, and that he is in the hands 
of God. Manôs first, original, 
sin, the sin which gives birth 
to all of the others, is his sec-
lusion, selfishness, pride, and 
isolation from God, from his 
Creator.  
  When approaching for Holy 
Communion, we must repent 
of the fact that while calling 
ourselves Christians, we do 
not hear Christôs constant and 
unceasing appeal, ñCome unto 
Me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give 
you resté.ò (Matt. 11: 28.)  
  When approaching for Holy 
Communion, we must regret 
that we had thought to rid  
ourselves of the burdensome 
weight of our sins by oursel-
ves, without His grace-filled 
help, completely ignoring  
His redemptive Sacrifice on 
Golgotha.  
  As we open the door of our 
heart at which Christ knocks 
(Rev. 3:20), let us repent of 
not having opened it to Him 
yesterday, and that He had to 
stand outside the door, waiting 
for our love, all night.  
  As we enter into the Wedding 
Feast of the Lord, let us put on 
appropriate wedding garments: 
conscious recognition of our 
dependence, our poverty, our 
weakness ï that, after all, is 
what we require to avoid being 
cast out into the darkness.  
 Why did we imagine that wi-
thout Him, without commun-
ing of Him, we could live and 
accomplish anything? How 
could we have forgotten His 
words, ñWithout Me, ye can do 
nothing!ò? Why did we imag-
ine that without communing  
of Christ, we could rid oursel-
ves of our sins, of our sorrows 
and disappointments, of our 

THE NATIVITY FAST 
 
The Fast is a time of cleansing 
the soul and body. It is consi-
dered, and quite rightly so, 
that for a Christian cleansing 
is necessary not only for its 
own sake, in general, but also 
so that one might worthily co-
mmune of the Holy Gifts of 
Christ. Therefore, people are 
right in saying that the Fast 
exists so that during the Fast 
one may become ñworthyò to 
receive Communion. That is 
true because fasting, abstine-
nce, and asceticism are good 
means toward repentance. 
This is something that should 
be emphasized: fasting is not 
the goal of religious life, but 
merely a means (toward it).  
   However, repentance is so-
mething more than a means.  
If repentance is not the life in 
Christ itself, it is its actual 
well-spring, something so in-
volved in (the goal of life in 
Christ), that it is as it were    
an integral part (of that life). 
Without repentance, there can 
be no faith in Christ. The Gos-
pel sermon addressed to sinful 
people begins with the words 
of the Forerunner and of the 
Lord Himself: ñRepent, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand.ò (Matt. 3:2). Repentan-
ce is the elemental, archety-
pal religious state that turns  
us toward Christ.  
   One who does not perceive 
the unworthiness, defective-
ness, sinfulness and weak-
nesses with which he satis- 
fies himselfédoes not see  
the need for God, and blin- 
dly believes that he can get 
along without Him.  
  However, one who perceives 
his own sinfulness, his impo-
tency, his helplessness and 
limitations, one who is sor-
rowed by them and wants to 
be renewed and become the 
richer for it, one who turns to 
God and cries out as if from 
the depths of a pit, ñOut of the 
depths have I cried unto Thee, 
O Lord. Lord hear my voice. 
Hear me, for I am poor and in 
need!ò (Ps. 129:1) ï such a 
person is on a religious path; 
he is no longer self-contented, 
but wants to rise up out of 
himself and turn his attention 
beyond the bounds of his be-
ing. Thus, fasting is beneficial 
towards evoking in oursel-
ves feelings of repentance. A 
sense of repentance can also 
appear in the absence of fast-
ing. An example would be the 
thief on the cross who turned 

to Christ and in the blink of an 
eye, repented. You do not need 
a lot of time to repent. It is pos-
sible to repent in the blink of an 
eye! There were times when 
many martyrs would come to 
Christ without having fasted or 
made any other ñpreparation.ò 
It may be possible through 
means other than fasting to be 
sanctified and ñbe made wor-
thyò to commune of the Holy 
Gifts. But it is impossible to do 
so without repentance. It is im-
possible to come to Christ dre-
ssed in filthy garments. God 
said, ñYe shall therefore be ho-
ly, for I am holy.ò (Lev.11: 45). 
The morally unclean should 
not, and simply cannot, ap-
proach God and see Him. 
ñBlessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.ò (Matt. 
5:8) Moreover, one cannot pre-
pare for communion of His 
Holy Gifts without vesting the 
heart in ñweddingò garments.  
  In preparing to approach and 
commune of the Holy Gifts of 
Christ, one feels oneself to be 
just like those in the Gospel 
parable who were called to co-
me to the royal wedding feast. 
King. This is because commun-
ion of the Body and Blood of 
the Savior is a continuation of 
the Feast of the Lord at the 
Mystical Supper, when Christ 
and His disciples were celebrat-
ing the Passover and when at 
that Jewish Feast, He instituted 
the Mystery of the Eucharist, 
i.e. Holy Communion.  
  The Feast of the Lord, the 
Eucharist, is ñthe Feast of 
Faithò during which our most 
intimate communion with 
Christ, the Wedding of Christ 
and the Church (Eph. 5:22-33), 
takes place. ñTake, eat – this is 
My Bodyò ï said Christ at the 
Wedding Feast in the Upper 
Room on Mt. Zion. Each time 
we commune of the Eucharistic 
Body and Blood we are with 
Christ, and we experience 
Godôs love towards us sinners, 
the love expressed in the Sav-
iorôs sacrifice for us on the 
Cross on Golgotha.  
  It is obvious that when we 
reflect on all this, when we 
think about the fact that in com-
muning of the Saviorôs Body 
and Blood, we participate in 
His wedding feast, we cannot 
fail to remember that among 
those attending the feast in the 
Gospel parable, there was one 
ñéwhich had not a wedding 
garmentò and upon seeing him, 
the King said to him sternly, 
ñFriend! How camest thou in 
hither, not having a wedding 
garment?!ò and having said 

despondency, our coarseness 
and despair?  
  Why did we imagine that we 
could obey His commandment 
and love one another without 
communing of His Body, 
which is also His Church? Why 
did we not realize before today 
that our divisions and disagree-
ments are the result of our es-
trangement from His mystical 
Body? How could we have not 
constantly communed of His 
Blood, knowing that It was 
shed for us for the remission of 
our sins (Matt. 26:28) and that 
it is only through It that we can 
be rid of our sinfulness?  
  Lord, how could we have im-
agined that in order to become 
ñworthyò of communing of 
Your Holy Gifts, we needed 
something other than repent-
ance of our proud conceit, how 
could we have held to the naive 
notion that it was not You that 
made us worthy, but that we 
somehow ñmake ourselves wor-
thyò through fasting, praying, 
doing good deeds, or coming  
to church...   
   We repent, O Lord, of not 
understanding and not remem-
bering the words You said, that 
in commemoration of Your re-
demptive sufferings, we must 
continually serve the Lordôs 
Supper, and from it draw stren-
gth to live our life. As Your 
Apostle said, ñFor as often as 
ye eat this Bread, and drink  
this Cup, ye do shew the Lordôs 
death till He come.ò (I Cor. 
11:26). The Divine Eucharist is 
the continuing Mystical Supper 
related to Your sufferings.  
  Forgive us, O Lord, for our 
carelessness and our pride, for 
the idea, instilled in us by the 
devil, that we do not need to 
commune of the Holy Gifts, 
that we can live through a 
week, a month, or even up to a 
year without that Communion! 
Forgive us, Lord, for our inflat-
ed opinion of ourselves, for our 
flippancy and thoughtlessness.  
  Forgive us, O Lord, for incor-
rectly thinking that in refrain-
ing from Communion, in con-
stantly putting it off, we are 
ostensibly acting piously and 
properly out of respect for  
Your Holy Thingsé   
  Grant us, O Lord, that at least 
now, during the Nativity Fast, 
we have the strength to come to 
our senses, to suddenly remem-
ber ourselves, and to open the 
door of our heart to Thee, who 
art knocking  
  ñEven so, come, Lord Jesusò! 
(Rev. 22:20)  

Archpriest Victor Potapov 

Lord, visit 
Thy ser-
vants  
in their  
suffering, 
and grant 
them grace 

and strength to bear their 
sickness with which they  
are afflicted; heal and save 
them:  
 

Sister ANGELINA;  

Milica BILBIJA; 

Milorad BLAGOJEVIC; 

Zivota BLAZIC; 

Stevan BOGOJEVIC; 

Aleksandar BURMEISTER; 

Milica CASTALDO; 

Petar COKIC; 

Milan DAVORIJA; 

Danilo DEJANOVICH; 

Dusan DRONDIC; 

Svetomir DUPOR; 

Roxanne GETZ; 

Aleksandar GLISOVIC; 

Daniela GOMEZ; 

Philip KEJZAR 

Jadranka KOPAC; 

Branko KOSANOVIC; 

George KOVAC; 

Ivan/Lesia KOSTIC; 

Mara KOVACEVIC; 

Ray/Laura KULMALA; 

Cathy LALICH; 

Slavojka MILESIC;  

Milka/Milan MILICEVIC;  

Ron MITROVICH; 

Dragica MRKALJ;  

Suzana NEDIC;  

Boro NEDINIC: 

Marija NIKOLICH; 

Daliborka OPACIC; 

Djuro/Jelena OPSENICA; 

Mladen PECANAC; 

Natalija PETROVIC: 

Aleksandra RALEVICH; 

Jessica SELOUNTOS; 

George SINNOKRAK; 

Bessie STEVANOVIC; 

Nikola SREJOVIC; 

Simonida STIPANOVIC; 

Nikola STOKOVIC; 

Zivan SUBARIC; 

Angie/Aco TERZIC; 

Kata VLAJNIC; 

Jovan VOJCANIN; 

Milenko VUCKOVIC; 

ST. BASIL OF OSTROG SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Special evening        
presentation on Keeping 
Lifeôs Important Paper-
work in order and       

understanding what can 
happen if we donôt. 
Tuesday, Dec.  1. at 

7PM—For adults single, 
married, and of any age. 
Be prepared for life! 
Guest presenter:  
Jim Icabino 

 

So where did you say 
that piece of paper is? 

Learn the need to 
have whatüs important 
where you can find it.  

SUNDAY       

FELLOWSHIP 

LUNCHES 
 

Prepared by our Chef 

Jelica. Buffet weekly for 

fellowship luncheons. 

Join us following       
 Divine Liturgy 
Adults $7.00            
Children $4.00 

CHANGE                       

Makes  a  Big                
Difference  

 

Coins make a difference. St. 
Basil Church is continuing 

it's successful project, "Change for Makes a 
Difference". Faithful of any age can take 
home a coin can from the candle table. The 
whole family can pitch in by putting pocket 
change and coins they find in the cans. 
When they are filled, sign your name on the 
can and turn it in. All change goes directly 
into the church treasury to help meet the 
needs of our church. Children receive     
special recognition for their cans. Cans are 
available at the candle stand.  

 Upcoming Dates and Events 

 

December 4 - The Entry of Theotokos - Divine Liturgy at 10AM. 

December 12 - St. Mardarije feast day at St. Sava monastery. Holy Hierar-

chical Liturgy at 10:00. Metropolitan Amphilohije presiding.  

December 12 - Family Fitness Night at Condell Sports Club in Libertyville, IL at 7:30pm. 

December 13 - Childrenôs Talent show in the social hall, after Holy Liturgy. 

December 19 - St. Nicholas. Liturgy at 10AM. Blessing of kolaches before and after service. 

December 20 - Childrenôs Day - Divine Liturgy at 10am. DETINJCI. Planting Wheat project. 

December 27 - Serbian Motherôs Day - Divine Liturgy at 10am. MATERICE. 

December 28 -  Jan. 1, 2016 - Diocesan Winter Youth Retreat at monastery Gracanica. 
 Register até.. wyrsoc2015@gmail.com 

January 2 - (Saturday) Childrenôs Christmas Workshop from 2ð5:00pm. 

                     Decorating Serbian Badnjak Tree from 8ð9:00 am.  

January 3 - Divine Liturgy at 10 am. Nativity program VERTEP. FATHERS DAY 

Family Fitness Fun Night  
date changed to Saturday, 

December 12  
7:30—10:30 

Swimming, basketball     
volleyball, wallyball, hand-
ball, exercise machines. 
Lenten buffet and fun!!!!! 

 

ORDER SCRIP GIFT 
CARDS 

Scrip Gift 
cards are 
available 
for puchase   
every Sun-

day for hundreds of your 
favorite stores,  restau-
rants, coffee places, etc. 
Special orders available as 
well. Dawn Pakaski orders 
cards weekly if necessary. 
Cards are sold sometimes 
in the narthex or hall fol-
lowing liturgy. Thanks for 
your support!!!!!!! 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
Facing East 

The Classic Story of a Fami-
ly's Pilgrimage into the      
Orthodox Church 
Veiled in the smoke of  

incense, the Eastern Orthodox 
Church has long been an     

enigma to the Western world. 
Yet, as Frederica Mathewes 

discovered, it is a vital, living faith, rich in ritual 
beauty and steadfast in integrity. Utilizing the 
framework of the Orthodox calendar, Mathewes 
chronicles a year in the life of her small         
Orthodox mission church, eloquently            

illustrating the joys and blessings an ancient 
faith can bring to the worshipers of today.  

$13.00 per book. 

Available in our Bookstore.  
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