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Trustee Chairman: Michael Kosanovich    

Circle of Serbian Sisters: Richelle Arandjelovic    
Choir Director: Nada Savatic   
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Facilities Contact: Matija Peyakovic and Nikola Gabric; Weekly Email: Zoran Mihajlovic 
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  Blessings are Gifts 
FROM God.  Ste-
wardship is our Gift 
TO God.  Steward-
ship is a legacy of 
personal support in 
time, talent and trea-

sure, to maintain a church for today and 
tomorrow. 

 STEWARDSHIP FORMS                     

FOR 2016 ARE AVAILABLE  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
KSS Sunday Lunch Tickets  
for sale in books of 10 for 
$70.00 today after Liturgy  
or at the candle stand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A great convenience. 
Enjoy a Sunday lunch  

with us. Lunch is $7.00 adults     
and $4.00 for children 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Join Bishop Nikolai 

Choir 

 

Practices Held Wed.,                          
7:30 PM                        

Lift your voice to God  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION  - Tone 1: 

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thine 
immaculate Body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life unto the 
world. Wherefore, the Hosts of the heaven cried out to Thee, O Life/giver: Glory to 
Thy Resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Thy dispensation, O only Lover of mankind.  
TROPARION OF THE CROSS - Tone 1: 

O Lord,  
Glory...Kontakion of the Resurrection - Tone 1:  

As God, Thou didst arise from the tomb in glory, and Thou didst raise the world 
together with Thyself. And mortal nature praiseth Thee as God, and death hath van-
ished. And Adam danceth, O Master, and Eve, now freed from fetters, rejoiceth as 
she crieth out: Thou art he, O Christ, that grandest unto all resurrection.   

     
 

 
 
 
 
 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION  - Tone 1: 

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were  

guarding Thine immaculate Body, Thou didst arise on the third day,  

O Savior, granting life unto the world. Wherefore, the Hosts of the  

heaven cried out to Thee, O Life/giver: Glory to Thy Resurrection,  

O Christ. Glory to Thy dispensation, O only Lover of mankind.  

 

TROPARION OF THE CROSS - Tone 1: 

O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance. Grant  

Thou victory unto Orthodox Christians over their adversaries,  

and by the power of Thy Cross do Thou preserve Thy habitation. 

 

Glory...Kontakion of the Resurrection - Tone 1:  

As God, Thou didst arise from the tomb in glory, and Thou didst 

raise the world together with Thyself. And mortal nature praiseth 

Thee as God, and death hath vanished. And Adam danceth, O  

Master, and Eve, now freed from fetters, rejoiceth as she crieth  

out: Thou art he, O Christ, that grandest unto all resurrection.   

 

BOTHé Kontakion of the Feast - Tone 4: 

O Thou Who wast lifted up willingly on the Cross, bestow Thy  

mercies upon the new community named for Thee, O Christ God;  

gladden by Thy power Orthodox Christians, granting them victory  

over enemies. May they have as Thy help the weapon of peace,  

the invincible trophy. 

 

IRMOSé.Instead of ñIt is meetéò Tone 8: 
  Magnify, O my soul, the most precious Cross of the Lord. 

  O Theotokos, thou art a mystical Paradise, who untilled hast 

brought forth Christ. He has planted upon earth the life-giving  

Tree of the Cross: therefore at its Exaltation on this day, we  

worship Him and thee do we magnify. 

 

 
 
 

 

RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION - Tone 6:   

Angelic Hosts were above Thy tomb, and they that guarded Thee became  
as dead. And Mary stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate Body. 
Thou didst despoil hades and wast not tempted by it. Thou didst meet  
the Virgin and didst grant us life. O Thou Who didst rise from the dead,  
O Lord, glory be to Thee.  
TROPARION TO ST. BASIL OF OSTROG - Tone 4:   

From your youth you gave yourself entirely to the Lord, remaining in  
prayer, labor and fasting, O God-bearing Father. Because you were an  
example of  virtues and good works to your flock, seeing your good  
work, God established you as a pastor and good hierarch of His Church. 
And after your repose, He kept your body incorrupt, O Holy Basil.  
Therefore, with boldness pray to Christ God to save our souls. 
TROPARION TO THE APOSTLE - Tone 3: 

O holy Apostle Philip, entreat merciful God, that He grant our souls  
forgiveness of transgressions.. 
Kontakion of the Resurrection - Tone 6:   

Having by His life-bestowing hand raised up all the dead out of the dark 
abysses, Christ God, the Giver of Life, hath bestowed the resurrection  
upon the fallen human race; for he is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, 
and the Life, and the God of all.  
Kontakion to St. Basil of Ostrog - Tone 8:  

Even as a youth, you served the Lord, O Wise one, belaboring your body 
with prayer and vigil. Because you were shown to be a precious vessel of 
the Holy Spirit, He established you as a pastor of His Church which you 
tended well. And as such, you departed to the Lord whom you loved. We 
pray to you to remember us who keep your memory with faith, that all  
may shout unto you: Rejoice, O most honorable Basil. 
GLORYé Kontakion to the Apostle - Tone 8: 

Thy disciple and friend, the imitator of Thy suffering, the divinely  
eloquent Philip, proclaimed Thee to the world as God. By his prayers  
and through the Theotokos, keep Thy Church and every city from most 
iniquitous enemies, O most Merciful One. 
BOTHé Kontakion to the Theotokos - Tone 6: 
Steadfast Protectress of Christians and constant advocate before the  
Creator, do not despise the cry of us sinners; but in your goodness come 
speedily to help us who call on you in faith. Hasten to hear our petition  
and to intercede for us, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who 
honor you!  

V. Rev. Stavrophor Djuro Krosnjar  - Home (847) 680-1117  Cell (847) 477-1531  H. Fax (847) 680-1127   
frkrosnjar@gmail.com - Church Phone (847) 247-0077 - Church FX (847) 247-0088              

S T .  B A S I L  O F  O S T R O G  S E R B I A N  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H  www.serbiancathedral.org 

EYE ON SCRIPTURE  
 
But God who is rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with 
Christ (by the grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up 
together, and made us sit to-
gether in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest anyone should 
boast. For we are His work-
manship, created in Christ Je-
sus for good works, which God 
prepared before hand that we 
should walk in them. 

(Eph.  2, 4-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone 6: 

Epistle: 

Eph. (2, 4ï10)
Gospel:   

Lk. (8, 26 -39) 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy and All-praised Apostle Philip; St.  

Gregory Palamas; Holy Emp. Justinian 

(Nativity Lent begins tomorrow) 
 

 
 
 

 
                         

 

 

 
Pre -Feast Day and Saturday   

Vespers at 5:00 PM 
~Next Sunday~                                                                 

Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM  

Orthodox Study Bible 
 

The King of the other Kingdom  
is uncreated, God the Father. His 
realm is the heavenly places. He 
rules by mercy and love. The be-
ginning of His rule is redemption 
of eternal life. The desires of His 
subjects are thankfulness and glo-
rifying God. Their deeds are right-
eous, as is proper to those who 
reign with Christ. The result of 
His rule is exceeding riches and 
kindness, and hence eternal life. 
How can one get from the one 
kingdom to the other? By the uni-
ty grace, faith and works. Not that 
these are equal, for grace is uncre-
ated and infinite, our faith is lim-
ited and can grow, and good 
works flow out of authentic faith. 

Works cannot earn us 
this great treasure - it   
is pure gift- but those 
who receive this gift   
do good.  

St. Basil of Ostrog  

Serbian Orthodox Church 
27450 N. Bradley Rd, Mettawa - Lake Forest, IL. 60045-5104 

 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX UNITY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH  

IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM 

"WHO DO YOU TRUST?" 
 
Back in the 1950's - when game shows were the rage 
on TV ï program called ñWho Do You Trust?" was popu-
lar.  Teams of contestants - usually a man and woman - would 
compete for prizes in various categories. Before a question was 
asked, one of the team members would have to decide to ei-
ther trust his partner or to trust himself to give the correct 
answer. 
   In life, exactly who do we trust? Without hesitation, an 
Orthodox Christian should know the answer to that 
question: we place our trust solely in God. Psalm 146 
tells us plainly: "Put not your trust in princes or in sons 

of men, for in them there is no salvation." Sadly, however, what we describe as 
"trusting in God" is often nothing more than EXPECTING and DEMANDING that 
He fulfill our every wish like some celestial genie! Although our Lord did say 
"Ask and it shall be given to you,ò' (Mat. 7:7) it's not quite as simple as putting 
in a call for room service at a hotel! 
  God knows our needs and hears all of our prayers. As our Heavenly Father, His an-
swer to our supplications may be "no," or it may be "not now" at various times. Do 
parents always give their children what they want exactly when they want it? It is pre-
cisely at these times when we prove that we really do understand what it means to place 
our TOTAL trust and confidence in Him. It is not necessary for us to understand the 
workings of the Lord - only to accept them.  



nople fixed the length of the 

fast at forty days. However, 

the famous Canonist and Patri-

arch, Theodore Balsamon of 

the Great Church of Constanti-

nople (1185-1204), noted in 

interpreting this council that 

only monastics were obligated 

to keep the forty days and that 

lay people might shorten it to 

only seven days. 

  It is interesting to note that 

unlike Great Lent, with its 

Canon of St. Andrew of Crete, 

Pre-sanctified Liturgies and 

Lenten Triodion, the liturgy-

cal life of the Church scarcely 

notices the existence of Ad-

vent. The Sundays are obser-

ved as "Sundays after Pente-

cost" and there are no special 

services prescribed. The ap-

proach of 

Christ-

mas 

is 

men-

tioned only 

on the two Sundays 

directly preceding it, although 

the Christmas Canon (Christ is 

Born, glorify him...) is sung as 

a refrain at the Matins for the 

Presentation of the Mother of 

God on December 4th and also 

on St. Nicholas Day on De-

cember 19th. 

  One of the perpetual ques-

tions that is always asked at 

this time of year is, "when is  

it proper to sing Christmas 

Carols or decorate for Christ-

mas." Unlike the Fast of Lent, 

which is really a preparation 

for Holy Week, the Nativity 

Fast is one of joyful expecta-

tion. As mentioned above, the 

Church begins to sing "Christ 

is born, glorify Him!" already 

on December 4th. There is no-

thing wrong or inappropriate 

On The Nativity Fast 
 
In recent years there has been 

a renewed emphasis on the 

cycle of the liturgical year. 

The traditions of an earlier 

age are being presented to  

the contemporary member-

ship of our churches in an 

attempt to bring a spiritual 

element to the cycle of daily 

life, which has become so 

secularized. 

  One of the most important 

seasons to be re-discovered 

has been the season of Ad-

vent, the fast before the cele-

bration of Christmas. Advent, 

the Western name of this fast 

period, comes from the Latin 

verb "advenire" meaning "to 

reach" or "to arrive at." Ad-

vent is the preparation for the 

arrival of the Messiah in the 

birth of the Christ Child. 

  Among Western Christians 

the Advent season begins on 

the fourth Sunday before Ch-

ristmas and ends on Christ-

mas Eve. The four candles of 

the Advent wreath represent 

the four Sundays of Advent. 

Advent also marks, for West-

ern Christians, the beginning 

of the Church year. 

  The season of Advent, or as 

it is most often referred to in 

the Orthodox Liturgical bo-

oks, the Nativity Fast, begins 

in the Orthodox Church on  

the day after the Feast of the 

Apostle Philip, December 

27th. In fact, it was popularly 

referred to by Serbs as  Fil-

ipov Post, that is "Philip's 

Fast." 

  According to legend, St. 

Philip the Apostle called 

down the wrath of God upon 

those who were torturing him 

to death. As a penance for 

presuming on the vengeance 

of God, it was revealed to him 

by an angel that he would not 

enter paradise until forty days 

after his death. Philip then 

sent word to the other living 

Apostles and begged them to 

fast for forty days after his 

death.  The Canons attributed to 

St. John the Faster, the sixth 

century Patriarch of Constanti-

nople, do in fact refer to this 

fast as the fast of St. Philip. 

   While it is entirely possible 

that this fast began as a popular 

custom not necessarily associat-

ed with Christmas, it is more 

likely that the forty day fast 

grew out of an attempt to imi-

tate the fast of Great Lent pre-

ceding Pascha.  Although it was 

only in the fourth century that 

the Feast of the Nativity of 

Christ was celebrated by itself 

on January 7th, from its incep-

tion it was seen as a feast only 

rivaled by the Resurrection. 

The celebration of the Incarna-

tion of the 

Word 

of 

God 

provided 

an excellent forum 

for the Churchmen of the late 

fourth and early fifth centuries 

to attack the then rampant here-

sies of Arianism (denial that 

Jesus, as the "Word" of God, 

was of one essence with God 

the Father) and Monophysitism 

(denial of the effective presence 

of the human nature in Christ). 

   The Advent Fast, just as with 

the Lenten fast, developed from 

popular piety reflecting on the 

Scriptural fasts. However, un-

like the Lenten fast, which was 

soon regulated by the Church in 

terms of its severity and dura-

tion, the Advent fast's severity 

and duration were for many 

centuries governed by local 

custom and tradition.  It was 

not until 1166 that a church 

council meeting in Constanti-

about decorating or singing the 

traditional Karols after the 4th  

of December. Unfortunately, 

since Matins has been discon-

tinued in many of our churches, 

this refrain is no longer heard. 

This fact, coupled with the feel-

ing in many "Old Calendar" 

parishes that to decora-te the 

Church or to sing the Karolos 

before Christmas Eve will 

somehow mean that the Calen-

dar is being changed, often 

leads to the practice of refusing 

to do anything that pertains to 

the Nativity until after January 

7th.  

   Besides singing the Christ-

mas Canon at Matins, the Kon-

takion of the Preparation for 

the Nativity is to be sung on the 

Sunday after the Feast of the 

Presentation of the Mother of 

God and to continue through 

the Advent season until the 

Nativity. In some parishes the 

custom still exists of having 

either Paraklis' or other devo-

tions to the Mother of God  

during the Advent season. 

However, these are conside- 

red "para-liturgical" services 

that are celebrated out of pie- 

ty. They are not formally pre-

scribed by the Church. 

  The tremendous influence of 

monasticism after the fall of 

Constantinople in 1204, cer-

tainly contributed to the ob-

servance of the forty-day Na-

tivity Fast by all Orthodox 

Christians, whether they were 

monastics or not. In light of  

the gross materialism of the 

secular Advent - the Christ- 

mas shopping season - the sea-

son of Advent has a valuable 

place in our spiritual lives.      

  Through this season's empha-

sis on prayer, fasting and chari-

ty, the spiritual reality of Ch-

rist's Incarnation is brought to 

bear on our daily lives, thereby 

preparing us to welcome the 

Messiah into our hearts at time 

of His Advent.  

Fr. Lawrence Barriger 

While it is entirely possible that this fast began 
as a popular custom not necessarily associated 
with Christmas, it is more likely that the forty 
day fast grew out of an attempt to imitate the 
fast of Great Lent preceding Pascha.  Although 
it was only in the fourth century that the Feast 
of the Nativity of Christ was celebrated by 
itself on January 7th, from its inception it was 
seen as a feast only rivaled by the Resurrec-

tion.  

Lord, visit 
Thy ser-
vants  in 
their  suf-  
fering, and 
grant them 
grace and 

strength to bear their sick-
ness with which they are 
afflicted; heal and save 
them:  
 

Sister ANGELINA;  

Katarina ARGYRIS; 

Milica BILBIJA; 

Milorad BLAGOJEVIC; 

Stevan BOGOJEVIC; 

Aleksandar BURMEISTER; 

Milica CASTALDO; 

Petar COKIC; 

Milan DAVORIJA; 

Danilo DEJANOVICH; 

Dusan DRONDIC; 

Marinko DJURDJEVIC 

Milka DUPOR; 

Aleksandar GLISOVIC; 

Daniela GOMEZ; 

Dusan JEROSIMIC; 

Philip KEJZAR 

Jadranka KOPAC; 

Branko KOSANOVIC; 

George KOSTOV; 

George KOVAC; 

Mara KOVACEVIC; 

Stojanka KOVACEVIC;  

Ray/Laura KULMALA; 

Cathy LALICH; 

Una MIHAJLOVIC: 

Slavojka MILESIC;  

Milka MILICEVIC;  

Ron MITROVICH; 

Dragica MRKALJ;  

Boro NEDINIC: 

Vojislav/Helen NOGULICH; 

Daliborka OPACIC; 

Djuro/Jelena OPSENICA; 

Faith-Vera PAICH 

Mladen PECANAC; 

Natalija PETROVIC: 

Milo POPOVIC; 

Milla PRICE; 

Aleksandra RALEVICH; 

Paul ROKNICH; 

Jessica SELOUNTOS; 

George SINNOKRAK; 

Bessie STEVANOVIC; 

Nikola SREJOVIC; 

Zivan SUBARIC; 

Angie TERZIC; 

Dawn VELJKOVIC 

Jovan ZORCIC;  

ST. BASIL OF OSTROG SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Family Fitness Fun 
Night  

 
Everyone is 
invited!! Fel-
lowship and 
fun. 

 

 Saturday,  
December 10  
7:30ð10:30 

Condell Centre Club 
200 W. Golf Road  

Libertyville.  847.990.5750 
  

Swimming, basketball     

volleyball, wally-ball, hand-

ball, exercise machines. 

Lenten 

buffet and 

fun!!!!! 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

BUFFET 

With our Chef Jelica 
available weekly for  
food and fellowship. 

Join us following       
 Divine Liturgy 

Adults $7.00            

Children $4.00  

 

 
Prayer of Jesus/Prayer of the Heart,                                                            
by Alphonse and Rachel Goettmann  

 
ñThe prayer of Jesus differs from all other Christian prayers in that 
it leads the supplicant into the presence of God, seeking to enter 
into the every heart of God, so that his or her soul may find conso-
lation in divine mercy. The producers of this special book deserve 
much credit for its addition to the spiritual literature available in 
English.ò 
   ñAny reader who brings a hunger to call upon the name and ex-
perience the presence of the risen Lord Jesus Christ will be abun-
dantly rewardedéThis books the wisdom of two persons who live 
the prayer of the heart spirituality in the 20. century and humbly, 

but with fiery poetry in their hearts, share the treasures of the ancient Christian east in a 
way that will speak powerfully and practically to moderns of both east and west.ò 

Volunteers Needed 

to Pack Meals for     

Starving Children 

Feed My Starving 

Children                               

Saturday, Dec. 3   

       

 

 
 
742 East Park Avenue         

(Hwy 176) in             

Libertyville 

Meals go around the 

world, including Serbia 

Sign up on the candle 

stand in Narthex. 

     CHANGE                       

Makes  a  Big                
Difference  

 
Coins make a differ-
ence. St. Basil Church 
is continuing it's suc-

cessful project, "Change for Makes a Dif-
ference". Faithful of any age can take 
home a coin can from the candle table. 
The whole family can pitch in by putting 
pocket change and coins they find in the 
cans. When they are filled, sign your 

name on the can and turn it in. All change 
goes directly into the church treasury to 
help meet the needs of our church. Chil-
dren receive special recognition for their 
cans. Cans are available at the candle 

stand.  

Mark  Your  Calendar!!! 
 

Dec. 2ñNo Friday Classes 

Dec. 10ñFamily Fitness Night 

7:30-10:30PM 

Dec. 11ñTalent Show 

Dec. 18ñChildrenõs Day and KSS 

Annual Meeting  

Jan. 1ñVertep Nativity Presen-

tation  


